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North Officers Help Students Celebrate Graduation

Amazing Community Support

APD Teams Up with Arlington Animal Shelter for Furever Friday

Given the unusual way their school year ended, the staff 
at Speer Elementary wanted to take time to celebrate the 
achievements of their 6th grade students, who will be attend-
ing junior high school in the Fall. They invited those students 
and their families to take part in a graduation parade around 
the school. 

They also asked if the Arlington Police Department could 
send officers to lend their support, and the answer was a  
resounding “yes.”

North District Crime Prevention Officer Kim Fretwell had the 
honor of leading the parade around the school. Teachers and 
staff spread out along the sidewalk, held signs, and cheered 
as the cars drove by. 

APD congratulates all of the students and wishes them the 
best of luck next school year!

In spite of a global pandemic and all of the challenges it presents, the Arlington 
community has shown it has tremendous heart, providing for police and other 
first responders. Over the past few months, dozens of groups have expressed 
their support by delivering meals and snacks to officers who work out of the 
West District. 

Here is a list highlighting some of that outpouring:

• A local Girl Scout troop dropped off several dozen boxes of cookies for the 
officers. As you might imagine, they were a big hit!

• A local church delivered box lunches from Jason’s Deli. This allowed officers 
to easily grab a meal they could take with them out in the field, then eat at 
their convenience. 

• The Ying Café provided a fabulous lunch spread with a wide variety of  
options that was able to feed multiple shifts. 

• The Potter’s House, a church located in Dallas, prepared and delivered hun-
dreds of boxed meals so that evening shift officers might receive a quality 
dinner on-the-go. 

The Arlington Police Department has 
gone to the dogs! 

In an effort to help deserving pets find 
loving homes -- and to help the  
community get to know their officers 
better -- the department has partnered 
with Arlington Animal Services to 
produce a weekly social media series 
called “Furever Friday.” Each week, 
an APD employee visits the shelter 
and poses for photos with a dog that 
is available for adoption. Then, every 
Friday, APD posts the photos and 
some information about the dog to 
the department’s social media pages, 
which have a combined reach of more 
than 245,000 people.

• One of the Community Watch coordinators in the West District very generously used their government stimulus check to 
provide lunch for officers, with the help of JayJay Café. 

These incredible acts of kindness are greatly appreciated by the officers and staff of the West District. Knowing their com-
munity cares for them has been uplifting for officers and motivates them to be at their best as they continue to serve and 
protect.

Since APD relaunched “Furever Friday” in November 2019, every dog that has 
been featured has been adopted. The department looks forward to keeping that 
streak going and encourages the public to check out and follow all of our social 
media pages (see below.) 

Officers Spread Smiles with Drive-By Birthday Parties
When the coronavirus pandemic forced society to embrace a new normal, many 
parents were left scrambling to find ways to make their kids’ birthday parties 
special. Recently numerous families have turned to the Arlington Police Depart-
ment for help. 

Officers in the South District saw they had a unique opportunity to serve their 
community in this regard, and were all too eager to answer the call. They orga-
nized several drive-by parties, in which officers would form parades with their 
squad cars outside the child’s home, turn on their lights, and wish the child a 
Happy Birthday. 

Their goal was to show the kids that they can always count on the Arlington 
Police Department and that officers will always be there to help. Judging by the 
reactions of the kids, they were able to achieve that and make a few new friends 
as well.

Earlier this month, 11-year-old Kai Copeland and his family  
attended a community event hosted by Cornerstone Church 
called "We are Related." It was an opportunity for citizens to meet 
with city and police leaders and have a conversation about equity, 
justice, and community and police relations. 

Kai got emotional as he listened to the speakers and was in need 
of an embrace. Interim Chief Jaime Ayala happened to be nearby, 
so Kai went up to him and the two shared a hug. Interim Chief 
Ayala was so moved and impressed that an 11-year-old would 
take such interest in these important topics, that he invited him to 
be "Chief for the Day.”

A few weeks later, Chief Kai and his family came to Arlington 
Police Department headquarters, where he took his oath of office 
and then spent time with Interim Chief Ayala, asking questions 
about the department and learning about the decisions a police 
chief makes.

Afterward, he and his family got a tour of the station and got to 
check out our Emergency Operations Center. He even got to 
check out a patrol Tahoe and the SWAT BearCat! 

We thank Chief Kai and his family for stopping by, for their 
thoughtful questions, and for working to make their community a 
better place!

Chief for a Day
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